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/New Member Orientation N

On behalf of the Mission Boulevard Baptist Church, | extend to
youwarmgreetings. Weareglad that God hasadded youto our church
family. Tohelpyoubecomebetter acquainted withyour churchhome,
wehave prepared thisChurch Member Orientation Manual. Thereare
many wonderful opportunitiesin and information about our church
that we want to share with you to help you begin to get the most out
of your membershipat MBBC. Weareexcited about God sendingyou
to participate in the ministries of MBBC, and we are committed to
hel ping you feel welcomed and accepted. Ask questions, shareidesas,
and lend a helping hand. We anticipate that MBBC will be a better
church now that you are here.

Pat Briney
Associate pastor
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Member Orientation

Our Pastor

Greetingsin the name of the Lord,

| wouldliketowelcomeyouintotheMBBC family. Y our coming
isanswered prayer and agreat encouragement to us. We continually
pray that the Lord of the harvest will send forth laborers. Y ou are sent
to help us get the job done that the Lord has given MBBC to do.

Concerning the church, the Lord has placed His church on the
earthtobethe“ pillar and ground of truth.” Hetellsuswearetodisciple
all nations. Todisciplemeanstobefollowersof JesusChrist. Followers
of Jesus Christ are to be effective in achieving His purposes on the
earth. TheLord stated that He cameto seek and to savethat whichwas
lost. As Christians, the only thing that will count in our livesiswhat
wedofor the cause of Christ. Everythingwedointhislifeought to be
effective, oneway or another, inbringing otherstoasavingknowledge
of Jesus Christ.

Effectivefulfillment of theL ord’ spurposesinour livesistheonly
means by which a Christian will ever experience ahappy, satisfying,
fulfillinglife. To beeffective Christianswemust first gain aclear and
burning VISION of why wearehere. Wemust understand that God has
given usagreat work of intense urgency. Next, we must understand
thatweareall -eachone CHALLENGED by God' scallingtoPARTICI-
PATE inthat great work. Finally, Christians must be ENABLED by
training, character development and encouragement by fellowship.

Without VISION, CHALLENGE, TRAINING, PRACTICE, and
FELLOWSHIP, ChristiansaredestinedtoaFRUSTRATED andDIS-
APPOINTING ife. ItisintheLOCAL CHURCH that theL ordintends
toprovidetheprincipa meansof VISION, CHALLENGE, TRAINING,
PRACTICEand FELLOWSHIPfor Christiangrowthandfulfillment. It
is the local church in which the Lord has promised to place the
resources of materials, talents, and gifts to provide for optimum
Christian growth and service.

Read First Corinthians12:13-28, Ephesians4:11-16, and Ephesians
- /
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/1: 22-23. Inthesetextsweseethat God placesall thepeoplein thechurch\
asit pleases Him. The Lord has not chosen that the great work of His
church befulfilled by just oneor amain group. Nor can His peoplebe
fulfilled by sitting back and |etting others do the job. The work of the
churchisbest donewhen everyone hasapart. God’ swork isdoneand
each Christianismost fulfilledinhisChristianwal k whenweeach pick
up the crossdaily to follow Jesus. Therefore God has placed youinto
MBBCandyouareamemberinparticular. Werealizethat theL ord has
placed in your heart adesire to serve Him. He has placed you in this
local churchinorder for youtoreceiveencouragement andtohelpyou
put that desireinto meaningful practice. HehasplacedyouinHislocal
church to provide achannel of service through which to develop and
practiceyour skillsand giftsfor Hisservice. Foryou, MBBCisnolonger
“that church” or “those people,” but instead “ Christ’s church” and
“our ministry” together. Whether we stand or fall asachurch, accom-
plishing thework or fail, depends as much on you ason myself or any
other member. TheL ord hasdeclared that every member isimportant.

Inthechurch, God haspromised, among other things, pastorsand
teachers. Thesepersonsarefor theedifying (building-up) of the body
of Christ whichisHischurch. Inthat God has chosen to placeyouin
this church, He has chosen to make me your pastor. It is my respon-
sibility before Godto provideleadership servicetoyouandthischurch
that will best accomplish His purpose. Asyour pastor, God hasgiven
me a great love and sense of responsibility to help you reach a
spiritually mature and fruitful life. The Lord has called me“onewho
must watch your souls, as they that must give account.” As pastor |
am charged to guard the flock. The Lord has placed that same sense
inmany of our brethren here. Inaccordtothat responsibility, | withmy
brethrenmakeapl edgetoyou. Wepledgeour livestohel pyoubecome
that spiritually fruitful and fulfilled person that the Lord wantsyou to
be and has placed in your heart to become.

In the past years, many of us have worked very hard to provide
facilities, skills, and programsin preparationfor your coming. They are
not perfect nor are any of us, but we have found them adequate to do
apretty goodjob, andwearealwaystryingtoimprove. Therearemany
kinds of Bible studiesthat you will enjoy that are both doctrinal and
practical. There are opportunities to develop character and ministry
skillsthrough workshops. Thereare opportunitiesto servein ministry
programssuchasmusic, outreach, campus, family, community, teach-
ing, sound tapes, elementary preschool and much more. In addition,
thereareactivitiesof fellowship, recreation, and assembly. Thefunda-
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(nental organizational unitisthe“Ministry Team.” Y ouwill beass gned\
to aministry team. The ministry team fellowships provide for close
interpersonal rel ationshipsfor every member of MBBC. Eachministry
teamiscomprised of only afew membersand hasaministry team|leader.
Theministry team leader and assi stantsare competent Bibleteachers,
friends, andwilling counselorsandlisteners. Itistheirjobtoorient you
intotheprogramsof thechurch. They will hel pyouestablishaprogram
for your personal needs and development as well as areas of service
which you might desire. Along with myself and other staff members,
theministry team|leaderswill givetheir livesandtimeto helpyou. We
want to hel p you becomeafruitful member havingthe VISION of our
greattask, ENABLED toperformand PARTICIPATINGinagreat work.
TheLordisgiving usthe opportunity to build agreat church together
through which to do agreat work.

HALLELUJAH!!! You are on a journey out of Egypt into the
promised|and of avictoriousChristianlife. Wewel comeyou aboard!
Bon-voyage!!!

Your pastor,
W. Brian Disney

Our Origin and History

MBBC wasborninthelineage of churchesthat began with Jesus
Christ 2,000 years ago and which continue in the doctrines and
practices that distinguished the first church from all other organiza-
tions on earth.

MBBC is a true new testament church, legitimately organized
under the authority of atrue new testament church, mission-minded,
autonomousin government, independent of man-made conventions,
Holy Spiritled, and Baptist by heritage. MBBC sharesaheritagewith
other true new testament churches documented in books such as, The
Trail of Blood and A Brief History of the Baptists. In particul ar, weare
an independent (unaffiliated) Baptist church meaning that we are not
under thegoverninginfluenceof aman-madeconvention, association,
or fellowship. For moreexpl anation on church doctrineobtainacopies
of the booklets, The Local, Visible Church and Understanding the
New Testament Church. Y,
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(The Rodgers Baptist Church Sends a N
Missionary to Northwest Arkansas

MBBC had its earliest beginningsin 1970 when the Holy Spirit
directed the Rodgers Baptist Church in Garland, Texas to send their
missionary Brian Disney to Northwest Arkansas. Bro. Brian and his
family movedtoasmall farminFarmington, ArkansasAugust 25, 1970.
Taking advantage of an NDEA teaching fellowship at the University
of Arkansas, he began teaching conceptual Bible studies to faculty,
studentsand staff at the college. These studiessoon cameto beknown
as“Reality Sessions” because of their in-depth look at what the Bible
teaches.

The Rodgers Baptist Mission is Established

In 1971, ahouselocated two blocks from the University campus
waspurchased. Thefacility wascalled the” Reality SessionHouse” or
“Session House.” It served asthe campus center for peopleinterested
in learning more about the Bible. On September 7, 1972, the Lord
directed the small group of baptized believers to organize as the
“Rodgers Baptist Mission.” Under the authority of the Rodgers
Baptist Church, it began with three charter members, meeting in the
downstairsof the" SessionHouse.” Themissiongrew quickly, andthe
upstairswasthen used asthe main meeting place. Eventually, alarger
facility wasneeded to accommodatethegrowing mission, andthelL ord
provided apieceof property located at 600 Mission Boulevard. [t was
purchased on December 1, 1973. Theexisting old housewasremodeled
and soon served as the assembly area for the mission. The “Session
House” waslater sold and athreestory houselocated at 820W. Maple,
acrossthe street from the Plant Science Building was purchased. Itis
used as a dormitory for students and for activities sponsored by the
campus ministry now called the Baptist Collegiate Ministry.

The Rodgers Baptist Mission Becomes Mission
Boulevard Baptist Church

TheLord continued to blessthe mission and it experienced rapid
growth. By 1975, it was again time to move to alarger facility. The
members decided to use their own resources and |abor to build anew
auditorium on the large lot just next to the house. The building was
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@ nished on October 27, 1975, just in time to hold the organizational\
service during which the Rodgers Baptist Mission would becomethe
Mission Boulevard Baptist Church. It was established under the
authority of RodgersBaptist ChurchinGarland, Texas, and had sixty-
five charter members. By 1979, the new facility was approaching
overcrowded conditions, and asix acretract located at 2006 Mission
Boulevard was purchased. Construction of an 8,000 square foot
assembly building beganin August 1980. Thefacility wasbuiltwiththe
labor and resources of the members, and in December 1980 the first
serviceswereheldinthenew building. Thebuildingwasdedicated on
February 27,1981. An Education Buildingwasbuiltin 1982, and athird
building wasbuiltin 1984 for the growing Christian school.

Mission Boulevard Baptist Church organizes
Missions

M BBC continuesthetradition of obediencetothe Great Commis-
siontowinsoulsto Christ, todisciplethemtofollow Christ, to baptize
theminto Christ’ schurch, andtoteachthemhowtoliveintheteachings
of Christ. Now, God has added you to MBBC to hecome apart of our
ministry. MBBCreachesout toitslocal community and supportshome
and foreign mission projects. Hundreds of souls have been saved,
discipleshavebeentrained, nearly ahundred men havebeen caled to
preach, and home and foreign missionariesare sponsored by MBBC,
and many other missionariesaroundtheworldareaidedinfinancia and
prayer support. Followingisalist of missionariesMBBCissponsoring
and supporting as of July 2000.
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Missionary
Cristobel Y anez
Michael Lea
Nestor Martinez
Pat Briney
Robert Creech
TomHardin
WilliamAya
Abdou Issa

Al Pflueger

BruceMartin

Dan Rogers
David Bandaru

David Bandaru

DavidHolland

Dennis Thomas

/Our Missionaries

Chuck Hernandez

David Christenson

~

Fied SponsoringChurch
Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church
Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church
Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church
Academic Mission Blvd. Baptist Church
Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church
USA Mission Blvd. Baptist Church
Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church
Australia Hillcrest Baptist Church
LatinAmerica Central Baptist Church
Honduras Metropolitan Baptist Church
Temple, TX Calvary Baptist Church
Mozambique Central Baptist Church
India Faith Baptist Church
India Faith Baptist Church, Harrison, IN
Mexico Pleasant Valley Baptist Church

PapuaNew Guinea BibleBaptist Church

Central America Latin American Missions

EdFort Inner-City Chicago EmpireBaptist Temple

Ekow Ansah Ghana Pleasant Valley Baptist Church

FumioNomura Okinawva Ohne Baptist Church

HoallieBowling Philippines Fellowship Baptist Church

Jeffrey Blust Philippines EmpireBaptist Church

Jon Rettig CzechRepublic LehighValley Baptist Church
\-

/
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/K. S.Varughese  India Faith Baptist Church\
Larry Schmaltz Canada Dearborn Baptist Church
LouisTurk Indonesia Bible Way Baptist Church
Mark Bachman Germany Roanoke Baptist Church
NaoKoYang TwinCities, MN EmpireBaptist Temple

NilsDegerlund Eastern Russia  Two Rivers Baptist Church

Paul Mohler Philippines Faith Baptist Church
Randy Fleener Idaho Pine Grove Baptist Church
RichardFairbanks Australia Rodgers Baptist Church
Russ Hanson Biblesto the Nations,GraceBibleBaptist Church

Russel Woolbright Massachusetts ~ Friendship Baptist Church

Samuel Nyaunu  Ghana Pleasant Valley Baptist Church
SilasIssa Australia Rodgers Baptist Church
TimChase Eastern Russia  Two RiversBaptist Church
Tom Hastings Germany Hillcrest Baptist Church
Wayland Hutto Colorado Christian Servicemen Center

Our Doctrine

The MBBC Statement of Faith and Aims

THE HOLY BIBLE

Webelievethat theHoly Biblewaswritten by men supernaturally
inspired; that it hastruthwithout any mixtureof error foritsmatter; and
thereforeis, and shall remain to the end of the age, the only complete
andfinal revel ation of thewill of Godtoman; thetruecenter of Christian
union, andthesuperior standard by which all human creeds, conducts,
and opinionsshould betried. Weaccept theKing JamesV ersion of the
\Bible as our text book for our church. %
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/GOD N

Webelievethat thereisone, and only one, living and true God, an
infinite, intelligent Spirit, the maker and supremeruler of heaven and
earth; inexpressibly gloriousin holiness, and worthy of all possible
honor and confidence and love; that He is omniscient, omnipresent,
omnipotent, and omnificent, and exercises these qualities with righ-
teousness, justice, and love; that in the unity of the godhead there are
three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, possessing the
same nature, essence and being, coexistent and coequal, each one
equally divine, executing distinct but harmonious officesin the great
work of redemption. God the Father isthefirst person of the Godhead.
Heis Almighty, merciful, and just; holy, righteous and true. In His
divine office, He preserves the integrity of the holiness and justness
of the Godhead. God the Sonisthe second person of the Godhead. He
isGod manifestedintheflesh, bornof avirgin, and known asJesusthe
Christ, Savior of the World. Heisworthy of all honor and worship as
Godthesacrificed Lambfor our sinsand asbefitting of Hisdivineoffice.
TheHoly Spiritisthethird person of the godhead equally divinewith
the Father and the Son. He is the Comforter in place of Christ, the
administrator of Jesus Christ’s church on earth, our intercessor for
prayer, and the reprover of sin, righteousness, and judgment in the
world.

JESUS CHRIST

Webelievethat Jesus Christ is God indeed manifest in theflesh,
the Son of God, and the Son of Manborn of avirgin overshadowed and
conceived by the Holy Ghost. That He was sent by the Father to die
for our sins on the cross to be our faithful and High Priest, to be the
Savior of thewholeworld, to bethe Redeemer of sins. Heisthe Lamb
of God who takes away the sins of the world.

SATAN

Webelievethat Satan, alsoknownastheDevil, wasonceholy, and
enjoyed heavenly honor; but through pride and ambition to be asthe
almighty, fell and drew after him a host of angels; that he is now the
malignant prince of the power of the air, and the unholy god of this
world. Wehold himtobeman’ stempter, theenemy of Godand Christ.
Heistheaccuser of thesaints, theauthor of all falsereligions, thechief
authority and instigator of all the powers of darkness—destined,

. /

12




Member Orientation

/however, tofinal defeat at thehandsof God’ sSon, andtothej udgmen?
for him and hisangels.

CREATION

Webelieveintheliteral, six day Genesisaccount of Creation; that
manwascreatedin God’ simageand after Hisownlikeness; that heaven
andearth, life, andall uniquekindsof organismswerecreated by divine
will; that al living creatureswerecreated and procreateafter their own
kind. Wergject thenotionthat living creaturesevolveinto anew kinds
of organismsasaresult of accumulating changesover long periods of
time.

MAN

Webelievethat Adamwascreated ininnocence, but by voluntary
transgression of God's law, fell from his innocent and happy state.
FromAdam, all of humanity isbornand shapenininiquity-adepraved
nature a birth, but all are sinners by choice.

SIN

We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace;
throughthemediatorial officesof the Son of God, who by the appoint-
ment of the Father freely took upon Him our nature, yet without sin,
honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and by His death
made afull and vicarious atonement for our sins; that His atonement
consisted notinsettingusan exampleby Hisdeathasamartyr, but was
the voluntary substitution of Himself in the sinner’s place, the just
dying for theunjust, Christ the Lord bearing our sinsin Hisown body
on the tree; that, having risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in
Heaven and uniting in Hiswonderful personthetenderest sympathies
with divine perfection, Heis every way qualified to be a suitable, a
compassionate and an all-sufficient Savior.

GRACE IN THE NEW CREATION

Webelievethat in order to be saved, sinnersmust be born again;
that the new birthisanew creation in Christ Jesus; that it isinstanta-
neous and not a process; that in the new birth the one dead in
trespassesand sinsismadeapartaker of thedivinenatureandreceives
eterna life, thefreegift of God; that the new creationisbrought about
inamanner aboveour comprehension, not by culture, nor by character,

13
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/nor by thewill of man, but wholly and solely by the power of the Holy\
Spirit in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary
obedience to the Gospel; that its proper evidence appearsin the holy
fruits of repentance and faith and newness of life.

THE FREENESS OF SALVATION

Webelievein God’ sel ecting grace; that thebl essingsof salvation
aremadefreetoall by thegospel; that it istheimmediate duty of al to
accept themby acordial, penitent, and obedient faith; and that nothing
prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own
inherent depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel; which
rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation.

JUSTIFICATION

Webelievethat the great gospel blessing which Christ securesto
such asbelievein Himis Justification; that Justification includesthe
pardonof sin, andthegift of eternal lifeon principlesof righteousness;
that it isbestowed not in consideration of any works of righteousness
whichwehavedone; but solely throughfaithinthe Redeemer’ sblood,
His righteousness is imputed unto us.

REPENTANCE AND FAITH

Webelievethat repentance and faith are solemn obligations, and
alsoinseparablegraces, wrought in our soulsby the quickening Spirit
of God; thereby, being deeply convicted of our guilt, danger, and
hel plessness, and of theway of salvation by Christ, weturnto Godwith
unfeigned contrition, confession, and supplication for mercy; at the
sametimeheartily receivingtheL ord JesusChrist and openly confess-
ing Him asour only and all-sufficient Savior.

THE CHURCH

We believe that a church of Christ isacongregation of baptized
believers associated by a covenant of faith and fellowship of the
gospel; observing theordinancesof Christ; governed by Hislaws; and
exercisingthegifts, rights, and privilegesinvestedinthemby Hisword;
that itsofficersof ordination arepastorsor eldersand deacons, whose
qualifications, claimsand dutiesare clearly defined in the Scriptures;
we believe that the true mission of the church is found in the great
commission: First, to makeindividual disciples; Second, to build the

14
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/church; Third, toteach and instruct asHe has commanded. Wedo no?
believeinthereversal of thisorder; we hold that thelocal church has
theabsoluteright of self-government, freefromtheinterferenceof any
hierarchy of individuals or organizations; and that the one and only
superintendentisChrist throughtheHoly Spirit; that itisscriptural for
true churchesto cooperate with each other in contending for thefaith
and for thefurtherance of the gospel ; sending and support of mission-
aries, schoolsand colleges, the care of thewidows and orphans; That
every churchisthe sole and only judge of the measure and method of
itsoperation; onall mattersof membership, of policy, of government,
of discipline, of benevolence, thewill of thelocal churchisfina. We
further believe that the True, New Testament, Missionary Baptist
Church is the Bride of Christ, and to the church was given the
responsibility of these various activities.

BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER

Webelievethat Christian baptismistheimmersioninwater of a
believer; inthe name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
with the authority of the local church, to show forth in a solemn and
beautiful emblemour faithinthecrucified, buriedandrisen Savior, with
its effect in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is
prerequisitetotheprivilegesof achurchrelationshipandtotheLord’s
Supper; inwhichthemembersof thechurch, by thesacred useof bread
andwine(theunleavenedfruit of thevine, grapejuice) aretocommemo-
ratetogether thedyingloveof Christ; preceded alwaysby solemn self-
examination.

THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS

Webelievein the security of the believer, and that such only are
real believersasendureuntotheend; that their persevering attachment
to Christ isthe grand mark which distinguishesthem from superficial
professors; that aspecia Providence watches over their welfare; and
that they are kept by the power of God through faith unto eternal
salvation.

THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED

Webelievethat thereisaradical and essential differencebetween
the righteous and the wicked; that such asthrough faith are justified
inthe name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our God
are truly righteous in His esteem; while all such as continue in/

-
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/i mpenitenceand unbelief arein Hissight wicked, and under thecurse,\
and this distinction holds among men both in and after death, in the
everlasting felicity of the saved and the everlasting conscious suffer-
ing of the lost.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT

Webelievethat thecivil governmentisof divineappointment, for
theinterests and good order of human society; that magistratesareto
be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed; except only in
thingsopposedtothewill of our Lord JesusChrist; whoistheonly Lord
of the conscience, and the coming Prince of the Kings of the earth.

THE RESURRECTION AND RETURN OF CHRIST

We believe in the resurrection and return of Christ and related
events, and accept the sacred Scriptures upon these subjects at their
fact and full value. Of the resurrection, we believe that Christ rose
bodily, “thethird day according to the scriptures’; that He ascended,
“totheright hand of thethroneof God”; that Healoneisour “merciful
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God” “That this same
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall so comein like
manner asye have seen Him go into heaven” - bodily, personally and
visible; that the “dead in Christ shall risefirst”; that the living saints
“ shall all bechangedinamomentinthetwinkling of aneye, at thelast
trump”; and that “ Christ shall reign athousand yearsin righteousness
until He hath put all enemies under Hisfeet.”

MISSIONS

We believe that the command to give the gospel to theworld is
clear and unmistakable and that this commission was given to the
churches; that Jesus has commissioned Hischurchesto gointo all the
world, to bring the gospel message to every person, to bring all who
will into alocal church, and to train them to observe al that He has
commanded us; that God hasempowered Hischurchesto performthis
work; that men cannot believe unto salvation unless they hear the
gospel told to them in a way that they can understand; that God
instructs his churchesto send out particular individualsto do particu-
larworks, andthat Hereveal sHiswill inthesematterstothelocal church
body as awhole aswell asto the person Heis calling.

. /
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/THE GRACE OF GIVING N

We believe God’ s plan of finance to be the tithes and offerings,
and that scriptural giving isone of thefundamentals of the Faith; that
God commands usto bring our giftsinto the storehouse (the common
treasury of the church) uponthefirst day of theweek; that under grace
we give, and do not pay, thetithe; that Abraham gave tithes to Jesus
Christ four hundred years before the law, and that this practice was
confirmedintheNew Testament when Jesussaid concerningthetithe,
“These ye ought to have done;” that we will blessed by God with an
increased capacity to giveif wewill step out by faith and givetoHim.

Our Practice

Every believer is called by God to be afull-time minister of the
Gospel, toserveHiminalocal, new testament church, andtorepresent
Christ twenty-four hours aday, seven days aweek, in our homes, at
our jobs, in our community, and anywhere else we might be found.
Therefore, the purpose of MBBC is to aid every member in their
personal ministries. Every ministry at MBBC isan opportunity for us
to improve spiritually and to serve God and others.

JESUS CHRIST

JesusChrististhehead of thechurch (Ephesians5:23). Heexpects
every church to follow His leadership. Thus, at MBBC we honestly
seek the Lord’ swill in everything we do. That makes us atheocracy,
Godruled, rather thanademocracy, autocracy, oligarchy, or any other
type of government.

HOLY SPIRIT

Jesussent theHoly Spirit toadministratetheaffairsof thechurch.
Thus, weshould dolikewise, and seek Hisleadership. TheHoly Spirit
has guided church decisionsfrom the very beginning. Noticein Acts
13:2-4, the Holy Spirit told the prophets and teachers of the church at
Antioch that Barnabus and Saul were being called to do awork. This
istypical of how theHoly Spirit administratesthework of Christinthe
church.

. /
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/PASTOR N

The Holy Spirit appoints men, called overseers, in the church to
guide and instruct the congregation (Acts 20:28). These men are
responsible to oversee or supervise the work of Christinthe lives of
the church members. The office of the bishop, or pastor, is for
experienced men, appointed by God, and who meet the qualifications
citedinFirst Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9. Thework of thisofficeis
a big responsibility, and those in position of oversight must give
account to God (Hebrews 3:17).

DEACONS

Another group of ordained men, called deacons, must meet similar
qualificationsand be appointed by the Holy Spirit (First Timothy 3:8-
13). Thework of thedeacon, inadditionto proclaimingtheWord of God
(Acts 6:8-15), includes supervising the physical aspect of church
affairs(Acts6:1-6).

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS

At MBBC, the Lord has guided us to provide a staff of leaders
calledministry teamleaders. Every member of thechurch hasaministry
teamleader. Theseleadersareafurther extension of pastoral oversight
to ensure that every member isreceiving aministry and challenge to
grow and to serve. The pastoral staff of MBBC wants every member
toreach their fullest potential in Christ.

MINISTRY LEADERS

In addition to ministry team leaders, many church members
provideleadership over various ministriesand activitiesthat minister
tospecificneedsandinterests. All membersareencouragedtoassume
some responsibility in church ministries to aid in personal spiritual
growth aswell asto provide ministry for the spiritual needsof others.

MEMBERSHIP

Every member of the churchishere because God added ustothis
particular body. Notice that Acts 2:47 says, “...the Lord added to the
church....”Only God knows which church is best for us. That’s why
First Corinthians12:18 says, “ But now hath God set themembersevery
one of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him.” God added you to

. /
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/I\/I BBC as aspecial member to our body. First Corinthians 12:1427\
explainsthat asamember of abody you have something to contribute.
Y ou haveatalent or gift that you need to use. Weare eager to seewhat
youwill do!

BAPTISM

Inaddition to serving Christin aministry of thechurch, thereare
two ordinances which the Lord has instructed us to observe as a
church. Thefirst ordinanceis baptism. The Lord requires that every
believer be baptized after they are saved, being immersed inwater, by
an authorized representative of His church. Only after a believer is
baptized, will the Lord add himto achurch (Acts2:41).

LORD’'S SUPPER

The second ordinance to observe in the church is the Lord’s
Supper, also called communion. First Corinthians 11:23-29, describes
thisordinance. WeobservetheL ord’ ssupper inremembranceof what
Christ has donefor us, His death and resurrection, and His covenant
withus. Thisordinanceisavery seriousandimportant timeof personal
reflection, renewing commitments, and surrendering all to Christ.
Notice in First Corinthians 11:30 that those who did not regard the
L ord’ ssupper asimportant were chastised by the Lord withill health.
Sincethe Bible doesnot tell uswhen to take communion, wewait for
theLordtoinviteus. Whenitistimeto observethisordinance, theL ord
confirmsit in each of our hearts.

Our Ministries

« Northwest ArkansasBiblelnstitute(NABI)
+  Children’sChurch

+ CollegiateDiscipleshipMinistry

+ DistipleshipMinistry

«  Dramaminigry

+  EducationMinistry

+  Equipmentmaintenance

+ Fadlitymaintenance

«  FamilyMinigtry

+  FayettevilleChristian School
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/«  Fnanda ministries
+ LeadershipTrainingIngtitute
MediaMinistry
Minisiry Teams
MusicMinistry
Nursgnghomeministry
OutreachMinistry
Radio (KOFC)
PrintingMinistry
Soundstudioministry
TapeMinistry

Y outhMinistry

Our Responsibilities

U Encouragepersonal growthintheL ord.

O Sunday night Biblestudy.

U Serveeachother.

O Tithe

U Helppayforandmaintainbuildings.

U Don'tcriticizeorgossip.

U Shareideasandtalentsto makeimprovements.
O Pick-uptrashinandaroundbuildings.

U LoveGod, and encourageotherstodolikewise.
U Assembletogether duringservices.

U Wednesday eveningprayer.

U Participateinaministry.

U Supportmissions.

U Participateinevangdism.

U Docompliment.

.
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/EI Turnofflights. )
QO Fulfill your churchcovenant.
U Regular personal andfamily devotionals

Our Facilities

MBBC has facilities at two locations. The church assembly
building and the educational buildings are located at 2006 Mission
Boulevard. Themajority of all ministriesand activitiesare conducted
here. The Collegiate Ministry hasan additional facility located at 820
W. Maple across the street from the University. Many of the college
oriented activities occur here. Be sure to ask your Ministry Team
Leader for atour of thefacilities.

Our Covenant

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour,

Andontheprofession of our faith, having been baptizedin
the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost,

We do now, in the presence of God, angels, and this
assembly, most solemnly andjoyfully enterinto covenant
withoneanother, asonebody inChrist.

Wethereforeengage, by theaid of theHoly Spirit, towalk
together inChristianlove; tostrivefor theadvancement
of thischurch, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort;

Topromoteitsprosperity andspiritudity; tosustainitsworship,
ordinances, discipline, anddoctrines;
Tocontributecheerfully andregularly tothesupport of the

ministry, theexpensesof thechurch, therelief of thepoor,
andthespread of thegospel through all nations.
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(Wedl soengageto maintainfamily and secret devotions; t0)
religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation
of our kindred and acquaintances;

To walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our
dealings, faithful inour engagements, andexemplaryin
our deportment;

To avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger;

Toabstainfromthesaleand use of intoxicating drinksasa
beverage, andtobezeal ousinour effortstoadvancethe
kingdom of our Saviour. We further engage to watch
over one another in brotherly love;

To remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in
sicknessanddistress; tocultivate Christiansympathy in
feelingand courtesy inspeech;

Tobedowtotakeoffense, but awaysready for reconciliation,
and mindful of therul esof our Saviour tosecureitwithout
dday.

Wemoreover engagethat wewill betruetoour callinghere
and will not leave unless called by the Holy Spirit to
another ministry where we will, as soon as possible,
unite with some other church, where we can carry out
the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God's
Word.

Entered into by the charter members of Mission Boulevard Baptist
Church during organizational services on October 27, 1975.
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‘Our Calling A

Ambassadors for Christ

When we become Christians, we are changed. Our values, our
goals, our desires, and our destinies change when Jesus becomes our
Lord and Savior. Thus, our outlook on life should be completely
different fromthat of theworld. Second Corinthians5:17-21 declares
the fundamental mission for every Christian. Inverse 17, we see that
what isabout to be said appliesto al believersin Christ. We are new
creatures. We have anew perspective on life and the world. In verse
18, thechangeinushasbeenawork of God. God haschangedtwoareas
of our lives: (1) our relationshipwith Himand (2) our rel ationshipwith
people. Hehasreconciled usto Himsel f, and He has commissioned us
toreconcileothersto Him (Second Corinthians4:5, Matthew 5:9). Verse
19tellsusthat God wasin Christ reconciling theworld and that Hehas
giventoustheWord of reconciliation (theGospel). Our duty istoshare
theWord of reconciliationwith others. Thisisthework God hasgiven
toeachof us. Itisour number oneresponsibility. Verse20 declaresthat
weareambassadorsfor Christ. An ambassador isafull timerepresen-
tative of one nation to another nation. Therefore, no matter wherewe
are, whether at home, at school, at work, inthecommunity, or at church,
we are to represent Jesus Christ. We are citizens of the kingdom of
heaven on earth for the purpose of representing our King. We areleft
hereto fulfill our Lord swill. He cameto seek and to save that which
waslogt, therefore, wearetodolikewise(L uke 19:10). God reachesout
to peoplethrough our witnessof Him. Verse 21 tellsusthat God calls
peopl eto bereconciled because He has made provision for reconcili-
ation in Jesus Christ. We are, therefore, full time representatives of
Christ. All of our decisions should be based upon how to best serve
God. All that we do should beto further His purposes and honor Him
(First Corinthians 10:31-33). To use our lives in this way is only
reasonable because of who God isand what He has donefor us (First
Timothy 6:13-16; Second Corinthians5:10; Romans12:1-2; Gal atians
2:20). TogiveJesusChristlessthanfirst placeinourlifeistoinsult Him
(Malachi 1:7-10). Wedo not work or wait to become ambassadors of
Christ. We are ambassadors the moment we surrender our lives to
Christ. The issue of our livesis: are we effective ambassadors. An
effective ambassador is one who represents those who send him. We
areresponsibleto represent the goal's, the motivation, the culture, the

. /
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/val ues, and the methods of Jesus Christ. Becoming an effective\
representativerequiresfull dedication to thetask of becoming agood
ambassador (Second Peter 1:5-7). We must resist the pressures upon
usto conformto thisworld rather thanto Christ (Galatians5:17; First
Peter 5:8-9). Thegoal of our churchistoprovideforyouevery possible
means to aid you as an ambassador for Christ and to provide oppor-
tunities of ministry by which you can minister to more people more
effectively.

Our Embassy

Becauseweareambassadorsof Christinaworldthat for the most
part rejectsHim, God hasprovided for usanembassy. During Christ’s
time on the earth, He established the institution known to ustoday as
the local New Testament church. The church is the embassy of the
kingdom of heaven on earth. Because the work of Christ isthe most
important mission in the world, the church is the most important
institution in the world. No other organization has been given the
privilege or theresponsibility to serve asthe embassy of Jesus Christ.
Followingaresomeadditional reasonswhy thechurchissoimportant.

1 The church was established personally by Jesus Christ
(Matthew 16:18). Noother organization canvalidly makethis
clam.

2. Jesus Christ loves His church (Ephesians 5:25).

3. HegaveHislifeforthechurch (Acts20:28). Becauseour Lord
regards the church so highly, we should also esteem it.

4. ThechurchisGod' sinstrumentfor preservingthetruthof the
Gospdl (First Timothy 3:15; Matthew 16:19). Other organi za-
tionswill eventually go astray from the truth, but there will
alwaysbelocal churchesremaining faithful.

5. ThechurchisGod' sorganizationfor spreading the Gospel of
Christ. Theapostleswerethefirst onesinthechurch, andthe
great commission (to teach all nations) was given to them
(First Corinthians12:28; M atthew 28:16-20). Paul wascalled
to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles and was sent out by the
churchof Antioch (Acts26:15-18; Acts13:1-4).

6. Inthechurch, God provideseverything aChristian needsfor
spiritual growth (Ephesians4:1-16). TheScripturesteachthat
inthechurch, God providesleadership, proper environment,
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4 and instruction for Christiansto grow and become effectivg
ambassadors for Christ. Although the church is frequently
looked downuponinour culture, itisstill theinstitution Jesus
Christintendsto usetofulfill Hispurposes (Ephesians 3:10-
11).

In view of the importance of the church, it is no wonder the
Scripture commands us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together (Hebrews 10:24-25). Becausethechurchissoimportant, itis
essential to know what the churchis.

Theword church, likemany words, canbeused either inaspecific
sense to indicate a particular church, or it can be used generically to
indicatethecollection of al individual churches. TheBibleoften uses
theword church generically.

Theword churchistrans ated fromtheGreek word ecclesiawhich
means, “acalled out assembly.” The most common usage of theword
ecclesiawasin referenceto “agroup of citizensof acity who meet to
carry onthebusinessof that city.” Whenthe L ord said Hewould build
His ecclesia, He was indicating that He would establish His own
organi zation to conduct Hisbusiness. Obviously, not every organiza-
tionthat call sitself achurchisthekind of institution Jesusestablished.
Thus, a church is, “a group of Scripturally baptized believers,
covenanted together to do the work of the Lord, having received the
power and authority to do the work of the church from another true
church, and holding to the doctrines and practices of the New Testa-
ment.”

There are some who think theword churchinthe Biblerefersto
“all believers,” but thereisno Biblical basisfor changingthemeaning
of ecclesia from “a called out assembly” to “all believers.” Such a
change in meaning confusesthe church with thefamily of God. For a
closer examination of what the church is, read Dr. Briney’s bookl et
titled, The Local, Visible Church.

In view of the eternal importance of the responsibilities of the
church, itisessential that the church operate effectively. The church
has the responsibility to communicate the Gospel to every person so
that everyone will have the opportunity to be reconciled to God.
Therefore, the churchisnot asocial club. God hasclearly set forthin
the Bible His plan for the administration and operation of the church.
The church is atheocracy not a democracy. Jesus is the head of the
church (Ephesians5:23), andtheHoly Spiritistheadministrator. When
Jesus was on earth in the flesh, He guided the church. He directed all

. /
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/of itsactivities. TheScripturestell usinchapters14, 15, and 16 of John\
that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to take His place when Hewent back to
the Father. The Holy Spirit is now the appointed administrator of the
church onbehalf of theL ord Jesus Christ. TheHoly Spirit addspeople
tothechurch (First Corinthians12:28) and sel ectspeopl efor positions
of responsibility such as the pastor (Acts 20:28). Therefore, church
leaders should be respected (Hebrews 13:7, 17).

The Holy Spirit should direct all of the church’s activities. This
meansthat the churchisresponsibleto discernthewill of the Spirit of
God and to carry out that will. To protect the church from deceptive
spirits, God gave us the Bible. First Timothy 3:16 tells us that, “All
Scriptureisgiven by inspiration of God, andisprofitablefor doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness....” The
Bibleisour standard for what to believe and how to live, and the Holy
Spirit never contradictslt (First Corinthians14:33). Hewill never lead
uscontrary tothe Scriptures. Therefore, theBibleisour final authority
for knowing God’ swill. Thebetter weknow and understand the Bible
and submit ourselvestotheHoly Spirit’ sleadership, the better wewill
know and understand the will of God for ourselves and our church.

Our Church

Godintendsfor local churchesto meet the spiritual needsof their
members. Thisisanimportant responsibility, not to be taken lightly,
because, first of all, God expectsHischurchesto obey Him, second, the
spiritual well-being of thecongregationsisat stake, and third, thework
of winning soulsto Christ requiresactive churches. The Bible speaks
plainly ontheroleand importance of thelocal church. Read carefully
the following verses and comments concerning the local church.
Ephesians 4:11-14. This passage presents four purposes of the local

church. Verse 12 states the first three. The first purpose, is to

perfect the saints. Perfection does not mean flawless. It meansto
become mature. God adds us to a local church to mature us.

Second, God intends for the work of the ministry to be done by

believersin the local church. Third, the local church isfor our

edification. That meanswerecei veencouragement, strength, and
support by the fellowship it provides. Fourth, in verse 14, God
addsustoalocal churchto protect us, toprovidespiritual stability
and safety.

First Timothy 3:15. Thechurchisreferredtoasthehouseof God. There

. /
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4 isaspecial presenceof God’ sSpiritdwellingineachlocal churcm
Also, it is described as the pillar and ground of the truth. This
denotesthat the church, eachlocal church throughout the world,
istheplatformfor upholdingand proclaimingtruth. ThisisGod' s
choicefor wherethe Word of God, the Bible, isto be taught and
defended.

Ephesians 5:23. Christ isthe head of the church. Heis her leader and
master. Also, He is the protector and provider of His bride.
Ephesians5:25,29. Christ lovesthe church, and gave Himself for
her.

Ephesians 5:26-27. He wants His church to be sanctified, cleansed,
glorious, without spot or wrinkle, holy, and without blemish, to
present to Himself.

Matthew 28:18-20. Thispassageisreferredtoasthe Great Commission.
Inverses 19 & 20, Jesus commands Hischurch to do four things.
Thefirstisto GO, thento TEACH, nextto BAPTIZE, andfinally
again to TEACH. This is how Christ intends for His work to
continueon. Wemust, “GO,” that is, we must take the Gospel to
others, not wait for them to cometo usand ask. Second, we must
teach the lost about their need for salvation and the importance
of following Christ. Third, all Christians should be baptized and
added to alocal church. Fourth, these baptized believers need to
be taught to observe, or to do, everything Jesus told us and
expectsustodo. This, " Great Commission” of ChristtoHischurch,
is how Jesus wants us to do the work of reconciliation, and He
commands uswith all the authority granted to Him (verse 18).

Matthew 16:18. No other institution on the face of the earth hasbeen
given such a promise as the church has received from Christ.
Nothing can destroy the institution of the church, not even the
gates of hell. The Old Testament describes how the mighty men
of acity, who had influence and authority, sat at the gates of the
city. By referringto the gatesof hell, Jesusissaying that eventhe
mighty, influential demonsof hell cannot destroy thechurch. The
Lord considers His church to be more important than any other
institution, organization, government, association, etc. in the
world. We should consider it, just asimportant.

Ephesians3:21. Godwantstobeglorifiedinthechurch. Therefore, the
place to serve and worship God isin the fellowship of achurch.

Hebrews10:24-25. Oneway to provokeotherstoloveand good works
istoencouragethemtoassemble. Our presenceat achurch service
isimportant to othersaswell asto ourselves. The church fellow-
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4 ship encourages, strengthens, refreshes, and helps us mai ntain\
our walk withthe L ord. Astheday of Christ’sreturn approaches
our society will become increasingly wicked, and we will be
exposed to greater influences of sin. Therefore, we need to
assemblemoreoftenas” theday approaches’,inorder tomaintain
agodly life and perspective.

Your Church

MissionBoulevard Baptist Churchisyour church. God addedyou
to this body of believers. He added each one us in particular to
participateasateam. Y our participationisvital tothework of MBBC.
As church members, we have pledged to obey the Biblical principles
of godly livingand doctrine. Asachurch, our covenant specifiessome
of the particularsthat we agreeto abide by believing that wecando a
better job for the Lord by doing these things together, such as
attending services, promoting good will, tithing, and maintaining
personal devotionals. Y ouhaveatalent that God wantsyoutousehere.
Y ou may be ahelper or an organizer. Maybe, you areamusician or a
mechanic. Whatever you can do, God added you because MBBC
needsyour ministry. Y ouhavearesponsibility waitingfor you. Active
participationwill resultin personal gratification, growth, and support
inthefulfillingthe Great Commission.

Your Ministry

Y our personal roleinthegreat commissionisvital. Christcommis-
sioned His disciples to repeat their training process with others in
Matthew 28:19-20 saying, “ Go ye therefore, and teach al nations,
baptizingtheminthenameof theFather, and of the Son, and of theHoly
Ghost: Teaching them to observe al things whatsoever | have com-
manded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen.” Asaresult, every disciplecarriestheresponsibility of
repeating thetraining with new disciples. By doing so, theministry of
Christ multiplies throughout the earth. We see thisdescribed in Acts
6:7 whereitissaid that the Word of God increased and the number of
thedisciplesmultiplied.

Multiplication occurs as each disciple trains another disciple.
From onedi sci plecometwo. Fromthesetwo comefour. Fromthesefour

. /
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/come eight, then sixteen, then thirty-two, sixty-four, one hundred\
twenty-eight, and so on. After ten years of multiplying disciples
without dropouts, therewill be 1,024 disciples. After twenty-fiveyears,
therewill beover thirty-threemillion (33,000,000) disciples. Theentire
world’ s population could be reached within thirty-three years begin-
ning with you. However, the numbers only double when everyone
becomes a participant. Obviously, most do not become participants.
Thus, your participationisall themorecritical. If youdonot participate,
someoneelsewill not betrainedtobeadisciple. Infact, thesubsequent
disciplesof four, eight, sixteen, etc., will never happen.

AsaChristian, you know theimportance of Christ’ smessageand
the desperate need of lost souls. Y ou know the fulfillment that Christ
promisesto thosewho livein Him. Therefore, you know that the only
correct thing for you to do is to prepare yourself to disciple others.
Discipling othersisfor everyone. It isnot difficult. It involvesthree
simplesteps: (1) prayer, (2) friendship, and (3) training. Thefirst two
steps are easy enough, but most doubt their ability to train someone
else. Put your mind at ease. Y ou train adisciple by your exampleand
by your conversation as you spend time together. Take him to Bible
studiesandto seminarswhereboth of you canlearn God’ sWord. Share
with himtapes, videos, books, articles, memory verses, and devotional
thoughts. Arrangeto visit one of theleadersin the church to sharethe
lessons of follow-up, new member orientation, and Christian Growth
withboth of you. Discipleshipisjustliving for Christ and sharingyour
lifewith someoneelse. Y oucandoitwithityour children, family, and
friends.

The discipleship process repeats itself through four steps: (1)
salvation, (2) immediate follow-up, (3) church orientation, and (4)
Christian growth. Asyou experience growth asaChristian, your love
for God increases, your knowledge of His Word increases, your
development of godly character increases, you ability inministry skills
increases, your commitment to Christ increases, and your burden for
soulsincreases. Y ou will have opportunities to share the Gospel and
lead someonetothe Lord! Thiswill initiate another cycle of ministry
inanew Christian’slife. The four steps of discipleship repeat them-
selves as people are saved and new disciples participate in the
Christian growth process. As anew member in the church, you have
followed the Lord in baptism, been empowered to be a witness for
Christ, and publicly announced your commitment to serve Christ. Be
faithful to your Lord, and allow Him to use you to strengthen the
ministry of Hischurch.

/
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/Review

Canyouanswer thefollowing questions?

1. Whatisthepurposeof churchministry,andwhatis
yourrole?

2. Whyisitimportant for churchmemberstounderstand
and makeacommitment to upholdthechurch
covenant?

3. What doyouthink bondschurchmemberstogether?

Y our ministry for Christwill beablessngtoyouandtoothers
if youarefaithful to pursueit. It shouldinvol vecontinuous
trainingandapplication. Thoughyour ministry will not bejust
likesomeoned se's, itisnonethel essimportant. God wantsto
useyou, soul saredepending onyou, and saintsarecounting
onyou. Look forwaystominister toyour family, your friends,
your community, and the world. For continued Christian
growthtrainingindoctrine, character, andministry skillsmeet
with your ministry team leader or theMBBC discipleship
director. Tolearn how to be adiscipleand how to disciple
others, request the book, Multiply Your Lifein Christ!

To begin a ministry to others right away, answer the
following questions:

1. What peopledo you know who might beinterestedina
Biblestudy or comingtochurch?
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4 N

2. What peoplewouldyouliketo haveinformationsentto
describingthechurch, Biblestudies, andother
minidries?

3. Circlethenamesof thoseyouwouldenjoy ministering
to.

4. Beginprayingfor them.

5. Invitethemtochurchortoarrangeforavisitwitha
churchleader.
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(Also on the web at www.mbbc.us)
Apologetics
1. Answers for Skeptics
2. Bible Answersto Questions (Over 450 questions)
3. Salvation by Grace
4. Convincing the Gainsayers: Deity of Jesus Christ
5. Convincing the Gainsayers. Save by Grace
6. Tongues from Heaven
7. Biblical Predestination: A Critique of Calvinism
8. Crucifixion Wednesday

Evangelism (The Gospel Truth Series)

Use in homes, Sunday school, or for correspondence))
1. Knowing God Personally
2. Designed to be Spiritual
3. The Reason for Human Suffering
4. God isthe Answer
5. You Can be Saved
6. The Born Again Experience

Follow-up

1. Facts for New Christians
2. Follow-up Lessons for Spiritual Growth

Church

1. MBBC Church Member Orientation Book
2. The Local, Visible Nature of the Church

3. Understanding the New Testament Church
4. Finding the Right Church

5. MBBC Discipleship

Christian Growth

1. Bible Concepts (Christian Growth series)

2. Multiply! Your Life for Christ (220 page training book
3. Knowing God's Will

4. The Tabernacle Testimony of Jesus Christ

5. Revival and the Pastor’s Dream Congregation

6. Bible Sudy Method

.

/Other bookspublished by theMission Blvd. Baptist Church.

~
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