Convincing the
Gainsayers

Salvation by Grace
kept by Grace

Holding fast the faithful word as he hath
been taught, that he may be able by
sound doctrine both to exhort and to

convince the gainsayers.-Titus 1.9







Convincing the
Gainsayers

Salvation by Grace
kept by Grace

Dr. Patrick R. Briney

Mission Boulevard Baptist Church
Fayetteville, Arkansas




Published in the United States of Americain 2003
Mission Boulevard Baptist Church

2006 Mission Boulevard

Fayetteville, Arkansas 72703

(479) 442-2565

mbbc@mbhbc.us

http://www.mbbc.us

Copyright © 2003 Patrick Robert Briney

Readers are encouraged to study and share this booklet with
othersfor thepurposeof promoting theministry of JesusChrist.
To order more copies, send request by email or visit our web
site.

Scripture quotations are from the King James Version of the
Bible.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Briney, Patrick R.
UnderstandingBiblical Salvation
1. Salvation I. Title

Printed in the United States of America




Contents
WOrKSVS ODEAIENCE .....cvieeieeeie e 7
Believing: isnot awork vSisawork .........cccccvcevevevccecceiecennnn, 10
Believing vshelieving pluUSWOrKS .......ccccoveivevneniese e 11
Faith without worksisdead ...........ccoveiieinenninereeee e 11
Justified by worksand not by faithalone.........cccceeveeeceininennns 13
Contradictions mean incorrect interpretations. .........cccceeveeeeeeeenn 16
Baptism for remission of sinsvsfor gift of Holy Spirit. ................ 17
The choiceto believevstobebaptized .........cccoveveivvivvieicinieinnns 19
Perfection vSimperfeCtion ........ccoeeeiecesiene s 22
Saved NOW VS SAVEL TBLES ......coeieieereeeirieiereee e 24
Once saved always saved vsloss of salvation .........cccceevvevenenene 25
Sins of the flesh vsrighteousness of the spirit .......cccccceevvecveenene 26
Other verses that are used by some to argue that works are needed
FOr SAVALION. ..o 28
Verses of caution and exhortation to save yourself ............... 28
Verses on keeping God's commandments and not sinning to
ENLEr NEAVEN ... 28
Verses on overcoming and enduring unto theend ................. 29
Verses of loss and punishment: salvation vsreward and
LAY 1 L= o 30
Bapti SM: Water VS CONSCIENCE ....vvvvveveriereerieieseeeeeeseeeeseseesessennes 34
Parables: DoctrinevsSilluStration ..o 35
Verses showing salvation isnot by worksor law ...........cccceeeveenee. 35
Verses showing salvation isfreely given by grace and mercy to
thoSeWhO DEIEVE ... 36
Notes 38

. /




As also in all his epistles, speaking in
them of these things, in which are some
things hard to be understood, which
they that are unlearned and unstable
wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures, unto their own destruction. -
Second Peter 316



Salvation by Grace kept by Grace

hen someone knocks on my door and beginsto talk about

religion, | tell themthereareonly twothingsworthtalking
about: (1) who savesusand (2) how weare saved. All other topicsare
meaningless if these two questions are answered wrong. Further, a
right understanding of thesetwo topicsusually directsapersonto the
right answers for other topics. Following is a dialogue that | have
compiledfromdifferent conversationsand Biblestudies. Thisconver-
sation focuses on the most frequently used versus when debating
salvation by graceand not works. Thedia oguewill walk you through
answersto questionsand verses, and whenanimportant pointismade,
anexplanationisgiven. | am confident that youwill find thisuseful in
your study and preparation to convince the gainsayers.

The dialogue is a single conversation from beginning to end,
however, | divideditintotopicsto helpyoufind andfocusontheissue
being debated. The bold paragraphsare my comments. The plain text
isfromthe gainsayers.

Works vs obedience

TheBible teachesthat salvation is by grace without works. In
other words, we ar e saved because of the grace of Jesus Christ
and not because of any good works that we do.

We agreethat salvation is by grace. However, if we do not obey
the commands of Christ, wewill not be saved.

Areyou telling methat salvation is by grace and works?

No. Wearesaying that salvationisby graceif weare obedient to
Christ.

Y ou do not consider obedienceto God a work?
No.
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Convincing the Gainsayers

/VVhat isthe difference between a work and obedience? N

A work is something you do under the law of Moses. Obedience
is doing what Jesus commands you to do.

It soundslike the samething expressed in different wordsto
me. Give me an example.

A work was when Jews observed sacrificing lambs. Baptism is
obedience.

Areyou saying that baptism isa part of causing or
contributing to your salvation?

[NOTE: Thisisakey point that will be raised again and
representsthe difference between grace and works]

Yes.

Isit possibleto do awork today if you are not a Jew?
Yes.

Can you give me an example?
WEell, if someone keeps any of the Jewish laws.

Wasit a Jewish law to pray and read God’s Word?
Yes.

Ispraying and reading a law today?

Praying and reading the Bible are obedience, like baptism or
believing.

So why would God consider praying a work under the Jewish
law and not a work today?

Because it is something that Christ has asked usto do.

So when we do anything that God asksusto do through His
Son Jesus Chrigt, it isnot awork?

That’ sright.

. /




Salvation by Grace kept by Grace

/That isafunny definition of worksand obedience. If you study\
theword worksin the Bible, you discover that awork is
anything that a lost man can do. Besides committing sins, a lost
man can pray, read hisBible, tithe, be helpful to others, and be
baptized. I n fact, the lost can baptize as well as be baptized.
Theonly thing that alost man does not do is believe, otherwise,
he would be saved.

Why would an unbeliever be baptized? Hewouldn’t. So you see,
baptism is not awork anymore than believing.

But lost people are baptized all thetime and do many other
wonderful and good worksfor God. Many people believein
God and even the devils believe in the person Jesus Christ
because they (the devils) have seen Him and know Him.1
However, they arelost because they do not believein the work
and promise of Jesus Christ alone to save them. They may say
they believein Jesus, but they areincluding reliance and trust
on their worksto earn Hisreward for salvation. They may
believein a God and refer to the name of Jesus Christ, but as
the Lord pointsout in Matthew 7:21-23, “ Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which isin
heaven. Many will say to mein that day, Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And
then will | professunto them, | never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity.” It is obvious from this passage that
people can do many good and wonderful works and still be
lost. So, it isnot correct to say that only believerswill be
baptized.

But these people were not actually doing wonderful works
becauseasverse 21 pointsout, only thosewho do thewill of the Father
goto heaven. Thisverse saysyou haveto do God' swill. Thistellsus
that you have to do something in order to be saved.

No it does not. Doing the will of the Father isto do nothing but
believe in His Son Jesus Christ for salvation. Thewill of the
Father isnot that you rely on doing good works, such as
baptism, in order to be saved. Jesus saysin John 6:40, “thisis
the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the
\Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and | Wi||/




Convincing the Gainsayers

/raise him up at thelast day.” God’swill isthat you believein N
Jesus Christ and rely on Him only, in order to be saved.
Relying on the good things you do while saying you believein
Jesus Christ will not save you as Jesus pointsout in Matthew
7:23. Thisiswhy awork, such as baptism, is something the lost
can do, and why thelost can say they believe in Jesus Christ
but still belost.

Believing: is not a work vs is a work

Believing isjust asmuch awork as baptism. It is something that
you do.

It iswrong to say that believing isa work because the Bible
saysit isnot. Galatians 2:16 statesthat, “... aman isnot
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ....” Thisverse
saysjustification isnot by works, it isby believing. Likewise,
Romans 4:5 also states the same thing saying, “But to him that
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
hisfaith iscounted for righteousness.” Instead of works,
believing isthe way to be saved. In other words, the Bible says
that believing isnot awork. To say that believingisawork is
to contradict the Bible.

Wearenot saying that believingisawork. Itisobedience, and so
isbaptism.

You said that believing isjust as much a work as baptism. You
said thisbecauseit is obvious now based on Romans 4:5 that
baptism isawork. A lost person can be baptized and still be
lost.

10




Salvation by Grace kept by Grace

@elieving vs believing plus works N

Butif you believe, youwill obey Christ. Thisiswhat salvationis
all about. God savesyou by graceif you obey Him, beginningwiththe
first step of believingin Him.

In other words, you are saying that a person who believesin
Jesus Christ will obey Him, which in turn, will result in
salvation?

Yes.

Thiswill not work. You aretrying to combine grace and works
together in order to be saved. This contradictsthe Bible which
saysin Romans 11:6, “And if by grace, then isit no more of
works: otherwise graceisno moregrace. But if it be of works,
then isit no moregrace: otherwise work isno morework.”
Accordingtothisverse, salvation must beall grace or all
works. The two cannot be combined.

Wearenot combing thetwo. Thisverseissaying graceand works
cannot be combined, and we agree. Grace and obedience ishow one
issaved.

[NOTE: Thisisan attempt to goin circles after having already
established that obedienceisawork.]

But according to Matthew 7:22 & 23, obedienceisawork. It is
still something you do. Thisiswhy you claimed that believing
isasmuch awork as baptism. However, the Bible says
believing isnot awork.

Faith without works is dead

But faith without works is dead. It is not enough to have faith
alone. Y oumust haveworks. James2:14 says, “ What dothit profit, my
brethren, thoughaman say hehathfaith, and havenot works?canfaith
savehim?’ and James 2:17 states, “Even sofaith, if it hath not works,
isdead, being alone.” | am saying what the Bible says. Faith without
Qvorks is dead. J
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Convincing the Gainsayers

/I'hisisvery interesting. You began by telling methat aajvation\
isnot by works, and now you are saying that | cannot be saved
without works. Which isit?

| mean obedience.

But you arereferring to a ver se that usesthe word works.
Y ou cannot arguewiththeBible. Salvationisby faith plusworks.

So, you really are saying that salvation requiresworks?

| am saying thisiswhat the Bible says. Well, what do you think
James 2:14 & 17 are saying?

[NOTE: The obedience definition isjust a concealed attempt to
persuade people to accept baptism for salvation without having
to deal with the objection of worksfor salvation. When the
issueispressed, “works’ verseswill be used.]

James2: 14 & 17 are saying that if you have a living, saving
faith, people will see the evidence of that faith by your works.
Jamesis saying that wor ks ar e evidences of faith because you
aresaved not in order to be saved. Heisnot saying that you
are saved because of your works. Worksaretheresulting
evidences because of a saving faith, not the cause of salvation.

But Jamesaskscanaworklessfaithsaveyou, and hesaysthat faith
without worksis dead. Do you think a dead faith can save you?

Of course not. But we must clarify that faith produces works,
wor ks does not produce faith. Jamesis not saying that works
makefaith alive. For example, the evidence of lifein a blade of
grassisthat it isgreen. Lifein the blade of grassresultsin the
color green. However, being the color green doesmake a dried
blade of green colored grassalive. Likewise, a“live” faith will
save you theinstant you believe without any involvement of
works. Workswill result after you are already saved by faith.
In contrast, having works will not save you and cannot
producefaith or life. Thisiswhy alost person described in
Matthew 7:22-23 can have good works and do hisbest but still
belost. His good works cannot produce a living faith.

But if you do not have works you cannot be saved.

. /
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Salvation by Grace kept by Grace

/Thisis not what Jamesis saying. Heis saying, if you have a N
dead faith, you cannot be saved. The way Jamesis putting it is
that a faith that does not produce worksisdead, and he
guestionswhether a worklessfaith can save. Heisfocused on
faith not works becauseit is by faith that you are saved, not by
works.

But if you are not baptized, your faith is dead and you are not
saved.

No. James does not list any specific works becauseit isnot by
worksof any kind that we are saved. Just asworks, like
baptism, cannot cause a dead faith to be alive, failureto be
baptized cannot cause your livefaith to become dead. The
absence of works, such aslacking compassion, raises questions
in the minds of people, not in God’s, about whether you have a
living, saving faith. Nonetheless, lacking compassion does not
cause your living faith to die or cause you to lose your
salvation.

Justified by works and not by faith alone

James 2:20-24 clearly states, “But wilt thou know, O vain man,
that faithwithout worksisdead?Wasnot Abraham our father justified
by works, when hehad offered | saac hisson uponthealtar? Seest thou
how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made
perfect? Andthescripturewasfulfilledwhich saith, Abrahambelieved
God, anditwasimputed unto himfor righteousness: andhewascalled
the Friend of God. Y e see then how that by worksaman isjustified,
and not by faith only.”

Areyou saying that this verse meansthat oneis saved by both
faith and worksjust like Abraham was?

Yes.

Then, you have a contradiction between James 2:24 and
Romans 11:6.

No. Y ou have a contradiction.

. /
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Convincing the Gainsayers

/Tell me then, what does Romans 11:6 mean to you? N

| don’t know at the moment. Tell mewhat you think James 2:20-
24issaying.

First, Romans 11:6 clearly statesto methat if salvation isby
grace, it cannot includeworks, or it isnot grace.

But James 2:24 clearly statesthat amanisjustified by worksand
not by faith alone.

Waell, | do not believe the Bible contradictsitself. Do you?
No.

Then one of usisinterpreting the verseincorrectly. You say
that James 2:24 meansthat a person isjustified in the eyes of
God by faith and works?

Yes.

And to you, thismeansthat oneis saved by God because He
has both works and faith?

Yes.

You also believe that this passage is saying that Abraham was
saved because he wasjustified in the eyes of God by hisworks?

Yes.

[NOTE: Restatetheir position clearly, even repeat it, so that
thereisno mistakethat they are saying that oneisjustified
and saved by God because of hisworks and not by hisfaith
alone]

Can you show mewherein this passage that worksjustifies
you in the eyes of God in order to be saved?

Thewholepassage saysthat Abrahamwasjustified by worksand
that by works his faith was made perfect.

L et me sharewith you a different under standing of this
passage. James 2:24 saysthat we ar e justified, not saved, by
works and faith. James 2:24 also does not specify to whom we

14




Salvation by Grace kept by Grace

/arejustified by works and faith. However, the context clarifies\
the meaning of thisverse by saying in James 2:18, “Yea, aman
may say, Thou hast faith, and | have works. shew methy faith
without thy works, and | will shew thee my faith by my
works.” It isclear that Jamesisdealing with how one man
provesto another man that he hasfaith. This hasnothing to do
with being justified in the eyes of God. If you say you have
faith but do not have works as evidence of such, and | say that
| have faith with the evidence of works, whoismore
believable? Anyone can say they have faith, but the proof of
having faith, to other men not to God, isworks. God does not
need to see our worksto be convinced that we havea “live”
faith that can save us. Heisalready looking at our hearts.
Faith justifiesusin the eyes of God, and worksjustifiesusin
the eyes of men. That iswhat James 2:24 istalking about.

| disagree. | thinkitissayingthat wearejustifiedintheeyesof God
by works and faith.

So, you insist that James 2:24 saysthat a person is saved by
being justified in the eyes of God by works plusfaith?

That iswhat it says.

So, God will judge our works, just as He did with Abraham, to
determine whether or not to save us?

Yes.

O.K. I just wanted to make sure | understood exactly what you
are saying. We have two different inter pretations of this
passage. One of us has been taught wrong, and | believe that
Romans 4:2-6 can tell usthe correct interpretation of James
2:24. 1t says, “For if Abraham wer e justified by works, he hath
whereof to glory; but not before God.” For what saith the
scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto
him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh isthereward
not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, hisfaith
iscounted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works.” This passage states that
Abraham was not justified by works before God. It also says

. /
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Convincing the Gainsayers

/that he was counted righteous because of his belief in God not N
because of works. Romans 4:4 saysthat worksresultsin debt
not grace, Romans 4:5 saysthat believing, not working, isthe
means wher eby oneis counted righteous, and Romans 4:6
guotes David saying that a man is blessed when God imputes
to him righteousness without works. |f Romans 4:2-6 clearly
statesthat Abraham was not justified before God by works,
then my interpretation of James 2 iscorrect. James 2:24 isnot
saying that you ar e saved by God because of faith and works.
It issaying that you arejustified as being righteous because of
faith in the eyes of God, and because of worksin the eyes of
men. Theissue of faith and worksin James 2 has nothing to do
with being saved by works. It isall about having works as
evidence of already being saved in order to be convincing to
others. By the way, Romans 4:24 concludesthat everyone who
follows Abraham’s example of believing, without works, will be
imputed with righteousness aswell. Your interpretation of
James 2:24 isthat Abraham was justified in the eyes of God by
works, but Romans 4.2 says wor ks did not justify Abraham in
God’s eyes. Whoever taught you thisinterpretation iswrong.
That interpretation contradicts both Romans 4:2-6 and
Romans 11:6.

[Note: | redirect the accusation of inter pretation to the teacher
rather than the person | am talking to you. Direct
confrontation involves ego, pride, and greater resistanceto
persuasion which cannot always be avoided regardless of your
approach.]

Contradictions mean incorrect interpretations.

Y ou are contradi cting Scripture that say baptismisnecessary for
the remission of sinsand other versesthat say that works are needed
to be saved.

Beforewe get into other verses, tell me what you think Romans
4:2-6 issaying?
| do not know at the moment.

. /
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Salvation by Grace kept by Grace

/Let me point out that | have interpreted Romans 4: 2-6, N
Romans 11:6, and James 2:14-24 so that they do not

contradict, and the inter pretations are consistent with the
passage contexts. You have not given me an explanation for
Romans 4:2-6 or Romans 11:6 which both contradict your

inter pretation of James 2.

| have to give it more thought.

| hopeyou do. | have given them thought and am constrained
tointerpret all versesto be consistent with each other.
Otherwise, | would have contradictionslike you.
Contradictionsin verses meansthe inter pretations of those
verses areincorrect. Because my position of salvation by grace
without wor ks does not contradict Scripture, it isconvincingly
correct.

Baptism for remission of sins vs for gift of
Holy Spirit.

Acts2:38 saystorepent and be baptized for theremission of sins.
Baptismisneeded for salvation.

Actually, it says morethan that. Acts 2:38 is Peter’sanswer to
aquestion in Acts 2:37. After telling his audience about the
church’sexperience of fulfilling of Joel’s prophecy on the day
of Pentecost, they asked what they must do to participatein
the experience of fulfilling the prophecy aswell. Peter then
says, “ Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for theremission of sins, and ye shall receivethe
gift of theHoly Ghost.” To bea part of the church experience,
it was necessary to first be saved and second to be added to the
church. Peter tellsthem what to dofirst, repent and be
baptized, and then, second, he explainswhy, for remission of
sinsand to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Repentance was
for remission of sinsand baptism wasfor the gift of the Holy
Ghost.

It does not say that. Peter clearly saysthat they must repent and
be baptized for remission of sins. )

-
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Convincing the Gainsayers

/You keep avoiding the gift of the Holy Ghost. He is explajning\
that to be a part of the church experience, they must repent for
remission of sinsfirst and then be baptized to receive the gift of
the Holy Ghost.

But the Holy Ghost was a part of their salvation.

This gift of the Holy Ghost isdescribed by Jesusin Acts1:8
saying, “ But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
iscome upon you: and ye shall be witnessesunto me....” This
iswhat happened on the day of Pentecost, thisiswhat the
people wer e asking Peter about, and thisiswhat Peter was
describing. Every believer receivesthe Holy Ghost the moment
heissaved, but thereisan additional gift associated with the
Holy Ghost given to believer swho ar e baptized and added to a
church.

| still think thisis about salvation.

All right then, we need a ver seto clarify which of our
interpretationsis correct. One of usiswrong. Did you ever
noticein Acts 10:43 when Peter describes how to receive
remission of sinsonly, that he mentions only believing saying,
“that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall
receiveremission of sins.” Thereisno mention of baptism for
theremission of sins.

But hedoescommand themto baptizedin Acts 10:48 after telling
themto believe.

He does this because baptism isthefirst step a Christian
should take. We are seeing the example of what Christians
should do, not in order to be saved, but because they are
already saved. Thisiswhy Peter did not mention baptism in
his statement on receiving remission of sins. In Acts 16:30, the
Roman jailer asked Paul, “ Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”
Thisisavery specific question about salvation, and the answer
isvery specific. “ They said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” When the question or
topicis specifically focused on salvation or remission of sins,
only believing is mentioned. Baptism has nothing to do with it.

But the jailer was baptized afterwards.

. /
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/Yes he was, and so was |, and so are many other Christians N
that have been saved. Baptism isimportant to the on-going
spiritual development in our lives, but it contributes nothing to
our salvation. My interpretation of Acts2:38 issupported by
Acts 10:48 and Acts 16:30. It is also consistent with Romans
4:1-6 and Romans 11:6 which you have no explanation for.

The choice to believe vs to be baptized

How then do you explain Mark 16:16 which says, “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” This verse confirms my
interpretation of Acts 2:38.

Mark 16:16 says more than what you quoted. It also saysthat,
“but hethat believeth not shall be damned.” The context of
thispassageis Christ’s commission to His church toreach the
world with the Gospel. Jesus wants everyoneto be saved and
added to His church. We do this by believing and being
baptized. However, only believing is necessary for salvation.
JesusclarifiesHis statement about the role of believing by
saying that anyone who does not believe will be condemned.
You will never find a statement in the Bible that says anyone
who is not baptized will be condemned.

Butitsays, " Hethat believethandisbaptized shall besaved.” Both
arerequired for salvation.

So then, if a person believes and decides not to be baptized, he
will not be saved?

Yes.

If that istrue, then it is strange that Jesus did not war n about
thefailureto be baptized. He only war ned about not believing.

That isbecauseif you believe, you will be baptized.

[NOTE: Thisisan unwitting admission that believing aloneis
necessary for salvation. It isup to you to help them realize

. /
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Convincing the Gainsayers

/vvhat they are saying. You can do this by focusing on the N
ability of a believer to choose baptism.]

But you said that a believer can decide not to be baptized. He
does not have to choose baptism.

What | saidwasthat aperson must believeand bebaptizedinorder
to be saved.

Saying that anyone who believes and is baptized is saved is
similar to saying anyone who believesand rides a bikeis saved,
or anyone who believesand isa missionary is saved. The
statements are correct. However, if you do not believe, you will
not be saved. Theimportance of believing is stated very
plainly. Unlikefailing to believe, failing to be baptized does not
result in being damned.

Jesus did not say anything about baptism becauseif you believe,
you will be baptized.

Areyou saying that a believer must choose to be baptized?

No, hedoesnot haveto chooseto bebaptized, but hewill because
hebelieves.

Then, it ispossible to believe and not be baptized?
No. If person believes, hewill obey Christ and will be baptized.

You are saying that he will be baptized, but he still has a choice
not to?

Yes. He can choose not to believe, and then he will not be
baptized. If he chooses not to be baptized, heisnot believing and will
not be saved. Thisiswhy Jesus speaks only of believing and not of
baptism. It isunnecessary to say anything about baptism.

Thiswould really mean, then, that believing only isthe issue of
salvation, not baptism or any other work because if you
believe, you will do everything Christ asksyou to do.

WEell, baptismisapart of salvation becauseit must bedoneor you
cannot be saved. Baptism leads to salvation.

. /
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/But asyou say, believing leads to baptism which, in turn, Ieads\
to salvation. Therefore, if you believe, you will be baptized, and
if you do not believe you will not be baptized. So believing or
not believing deter mines whether you are baptized or not and
consequently whether or not you will be saved.

Y es, you can say that.

Then obedienceto Christ or worksreally have nothing to do
directly with salvation because that is a consequence of
believing. Salvation hinges on believing alone. Aslong asyou
believe, you will be saved.

No. If you choose not to be baptized, you will not be saved.

[NOTE: This person isavoiding the conclusion that choosing
to be baptized isreally a choiceto believe]

Areyou saying that a believer can choose not to be baptized?
No. Asl said, if you believe, you will be baptized.

Then it really all boilsdown to believing just like Jesus said: if
you do not believe you will be damned. Thisiswhy He does not
mention baptism and why thereisno versein the Bible that
war ns of condemnation for failing to be baptized. Theissue of
salvation and condemnation is determined by belief.

[NOTE: Usually at this point they areready to move on to
another verse, but it istimely to apply the principle of
believing, baptism, and salvation to obediencein general.]

Does obedience as a Christian stop with baptism?
No.

So then you would say that obedience to everything Christ has
said isimportant to your salvation?

Yes. Butif wedosin, weneedto confessit and Christ forgivesus.

Isit possiblefor a believer to chooseto sin or to not obey?
Yes.

. /
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/How isit possible that a believer will be baptized, but, at the N
sametime, it ispossible for a believer to not obey? Did you not
say that baptism isobedienceto Christ?

Perfection vs imperfection

The Bible names specific things that are required to be done in
order to be saved. Baptism is one of those things.

Name a sin that you can commit and still go to heaven.
Not telling thetruthinorder to avoid hurting someone’ sfeelings.

But the Bible saysin Revelation 21:8 that all liarswill have
their part in thelake which burnswith fireand brimstone. Not
telling the truth would make you aliar.

But the L ord understands the motive behind thelie.

Any kind of lie of any motivation is still alie and makesyou a
liar. Thisisserious because James 2:10 says, “ For whosoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, heis
guilty of all.” Oneliewill send you to thefiresof hell. In fact,
onesin of any kind will send you the fires of hell.

God does not have those kind of standards for us. It would be
ridiculousto expect usto be absolutely sinless. In fact, First John 1:8
says,“ If wesay that wehavenosin, wedeceiveourselves, andthetruth
isnotinus.”

Thisis something we agree on. Everyone sinsand thereisnone
righteous. However, God does have a standard of perfection
and requires perfection to get into heaven. Habbakuk 1:13
states of God, “Thou art of purer eyesthan to behold evil, and
canst not look on iniquity. God cannot look at sin. He cannot
tolerate sin. He cannot bein its presence. So do you think He
will allow sin or sinnersinto heaven just because of good
intentions? Of course not. Revelations 21:27 says, “ And there
shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh alie: but they
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@hich arewritten in the Lamb’sbook of life.” Sin of any kind,\
even one sin, isan abomination to God. Thereisnosinin
heaven. It isa perfect place. It ispure and holy. A righteous,
holy God in arighteous holy dwelling will not allow even the
smallest speck of sininto heaven.

That’ simpossible. No oneissinless.

You'reright about the standard being impossible for usto
achieve. In fact, Jesus said the same thing in Matthew 19:25-
26, “When hisdisciplesheard it, they wer e exceedingly
amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? But Jesus beheld
them, and said unto them, With men thisisimpossible; but
with God all thingsare possible.” Psalm 119:1-3 affirms God’s
standard by saying, “Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who
walk in thelaw of the LORD. Blessed arethey that keep his
testimonies, and that seek him with thewhole heart. They also
do noiniquity: they walk in hisways.” In other words, those
who are blessed of God do not sin.

Y ou are contradicting First John 1:8 which saysif you say you
have no sin, you are deceived.

No. | agreewith First John 1:8, and | agree with Psalm 119:1-
3. Which one do you disagree with, or how do you explain
Psalm 119:1-3 and Revelation 21:27?

| think that it is saying that we must do our best and not willfully
sn.

So, you do not think the Bible means what it says? After all, it
issaying the man blessed of God does not sin.

But common sensetellsyou that everyone sins, so that cannot be
what it means.

But common sense is misleading becauseit only seesthe
physical explanation. God’sWord tells us how to under stand
His plan without contradiction. Because God isrighteous and
holy, heaven isrighteous and holy. Thereisno sin in heaven.
First John 3:9 explainsthe born again experiencethat occurs

in uswhen we ar e saved saying, “Whosoever isborn of God
doth not commit sin; for hisseed remaineth in him: and he
\cannot sin, because heisborn of God.” Because God isSpirit,/
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/vveare born again spiritually not physically. The body of flesh\
stays the same with the same old sinful nature. However,
spiritually, we ar e changed and made righteousjust like
Abraham was (Romans 4:1-5; 4:24). This meansthat a saved
person hastwo natures. I n the flesh, heissinful, but in the
spirit, heissinless. Thisiswhy Paul saysin Romans7: 22, “For
| delight in the law of God after theinward man,” and in verse
7:18, “For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no
good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform
that which isgood | find not.” The unrighteous naturein the
flesh wars against the righteous naturein the spirit. So then, as
saved people, we are sinful in the flesh, but we are sinlessin the
spirit. Because the spirit isborn again and righteous, it keeps
the whole law regardless what our flesh does. Thus, when we
die, the flesh staysin the ground, and the spirit goesto heaven.
A sinful body isunfit to enter a sinless heaven. Jesus gives usa
new, righteous body for heavenly living. So you see, God’s
standard of sinlessnessin heaven isreal and uncompromised.

Saved now vs saved later

Wearenot maderighteousuntil after wediewhenwereceivethe
new glorified body.

According to First John 3:14, “We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the brethren.” Knowing
that we have passed from death unto lifeindicates that we
know right now that we are saved. We are not waiting to pass
from death into life. A person is saved the moment he believes.
Thereisno waiting period. In John 3:18, Jesus says, “He that
believeth on him isnot condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already.” This statement showsthat as soon as one
believes, heisno longer condemned. Also, in John 5:24, Jesus
says, “ Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word,
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but ispassed from death
unto life.” Believershave eternal life now, will never be
condemned later, and areimmediately passed into life from
death.

\ /
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/Once saved always saved vs loss of salvation N
Areyou saying once saved, always saved?

Yes.

That isadangerousdoctrinebecauseapersonwhothinksthat way
can get saved and live anyway he wants.

Not really. Christiansareresponsiblefor the way they live even
though they will not lose their salvation. First Corinthians
3:11-15 describesthe judgment of Christians. Verse eleven
indicatesthat this passageisreferring to saved people because
they have a foundation built by Jesus Christ. Verses 12-15
describe how the works of these Christians will bejudged.
Versefifteen saysthat a Christian will suffer lossfor hiscarnal
works, nonetheless, he will still be saved. Thereason heisstill
saved, regardless of hiscarnal works, isbecause hislifeasa
Christian rests on the foundation that Jesus Christ built which
cannot be burned up. So you see, carnal Christians are not
getting away with anything. They will be accountable for the
way they live and suffer loss.

Doyouthink that aperson can be saved and then murder someone
and still go to heaven.

First of all, I would question whether the person wasreally
saved. You are presenting a hypothetical situation. However,
First Corinthians statesvery clearly that if hislifeison the
foundation of Jesus Christ, hewill still be saved.

That does not make any sense. Someone could just get saved and
then sin as much as he wants to.

The problem with thisscenarioisthat you are describing a
person who has no intentions of living for Christ. If heisjust
thinking about salvation asa way to gain fireinsurance so he
can sin without condemnation, heis not repented and therefore
not saved. In contrast, when a person gives hislifeto Christ, he
repents of hisway of life and experiences a change spiritually.
He gains new desires from the new born spirit within. He still
has carnal desiresin the flesh even as Paul described of himself
in Romans 7:18-21, but when a person truly gives hislife over
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@) Christ, hewantsto livefor Christ. He does not want to go N
out and murder people.

Sins of the flesh vs righteousness of the spirit

But Galatians 5:19-21 says that anyone who commits sins like
fornication, murder, or drunkenness will not inherit the kingdom of
God. Anyone who does these sins cannot go to heaven.

[NOTE: Thisisagood opportunity to show the standard of
God under the law and how no one can go to heaven by trying
toavoid sin in their livesunder the law.]

| agree. Asl said, God will not allow any sin of any kind in
heaven. In fact, Galatians 5:20-21 lists other sinssuch as
hatred, variance which is debating, emulations which is
jealousy, and envyings. Jesus, in fact, went so far assayingin
Matthew 5:22 that if you call someone a fool, you arein danger
of hell fire. Also, in Matthew 5: 28-29, Jesus saysthat you are
guilty of adultery if you just look at a woman with lust in your
heart. Have you ever lusted, been angry, or jealous?

Everyone has at some point.

Jesus' advice, for those who want to live by works and
obedience based on the law in order to go to heaven, isto pluck
out their eyesrather than to be tempted to lust after a woman
and go to hell.

But we can ask God to forgive us when we sin.

Even if you commit murder?
If youreally meanit.

So then you aretelling methat a person can commit murder
and do whatever hewants aslong as he asks God to forgive
him?

[NOTE: Thisistheir argument against “ once saved always

o
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éaved." Their doctrine does not protect them from this N
erroneousargument. Thereal issue hereisbeing ableto sin
without responsibility.]

Murderisareally badsin. Itisunlikely that amurderer will repent.

According to Galatians 5:19-21, murder isnot the only sin that
will keep you out of heaven.

OK, so you are agreeing with me that committing these sinswill
keep you out of heaven?

Yes| am. But also remember that | explained that regar dless of
the sinsin the body, the born again spirit doesnot sin. The
born again, righteous spirit goesto heaven, but our physical
bodies stay behind.

Areyou saying that aperson can commit murder and hisspiritis
not guilty.

Exactly.
That sounds crazy.

No. It isBible. Remember Paul sayingin Romans 7:22 that he
delightsin thelaw of God after theinward man? That born
again spirit servesthelaw of God perfectly and flawlessly. The
body, on the other hand, sins even when we do right (Romans
7:20-21). The body will die, but the spirit livesforever. That is
why when the Bible says sinnerswill not enter into heaven, it is
referring to anyone and anything that has not been born again.
First John 3:9 saysthat whoever isborn of God cannot sin.

But Romans 2:6 says God will render to every man according to
his deeds, and Romans 2:13 says, “For not the hearers of the law are
just before God, but the doers of the law shall bejustified.” If you do
not do the law and obey Christ, you will not be saved.

| agree. But thisiswhy we must believein Christ and rely on
Hiswork aloneto save us. Only through Him arewe born
again and maderighteous spiritually in our inward man. Only
because He makes usrighteousinwardly can our spiritsdo the
whole law and qualify to go to heaven. The body is hopelessly
doomed to death.

. /
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/[NOTE: For thisreason we have eternal security in our N
salvation. Having a righteous spirit meansthat it cannot sin. I f
it cannot sin, it cannot die. The wages of sin isdeath. The

wages of righteousnessislife. Once saved, always saved.]

Other verses that are used by some to argue
that works are needed for salvation.

There are some verses that are commonly used by people who
arguefor salvation by works. Asalready pointed out, theargument for
salvation by grace without works and the change that results in
permanent salvation hasalready been demonstrated. To be consistent
with the Bible, interpretations must not contradict the Bible. The
explanations are categorized to show how verses can be explained
using the same approach.

Verses of caution and exhortation to save yourself

First Timothy 4:16, Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in
them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

Theword saved meansto be delivered from something. A friend
can save you from losing a game, from a bear attack, from financial
ruin, or from atemptation to sin. In this case, Paul istelling Timothy
tobecareful andto guardthetruth of hisdoctrinessothat heand others
heteacheswill besaved fromthedeceit of seducing spiritsand doctrine
of devilswhich has caused some to depart from the faith (1Timothy
4:1). If Timothy doesthis, he will be doing the work of being agood
minister (First Timothy 4:6). This has nothing to do with their souls
being saved from the fires of hell.

Verses on keeping God’s commandments and not
sinning to enter heaven

Revelation 22:14, Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the
city.1

Hebrews 12:14, Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man

. /
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4 shall see the Lord: N

Ephesians 5:5, For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God.

Revelation 21:8, But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars,
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death.

John 3:15, Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

The qualification to enter into heaven is to be sinless and righ-
teous. In such acondition, onefulfillsthewholelaw and keepsall the
commandsof God. Becausethereisnosininheaven, nothinglessthan
perfection is tolerated. Of course thisis an impossible standard for
anyone to do, so God makes it possible to be imputed with His
righteousness through the miracle of being born again by faithin His
Son Jesus Christ (1Corinthians5:21; Romans 3:21; 1John 3:9). There
isnothing we can do for ourselvesor to gain reward from God for our
efforts. We do not have the nature to please God. Righteousness to
fulfill thelaw isamiraclethat comesonly by thegrace of God and His
work alone. For more explanation, refer to the previous explanations
regarding “Perfection vs imperfection” and “Sins of the flesh vs
righteousness of the spirit.”

Verses on overcoming and enduring unto the end

Revelation 2:11, He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

Revelation 3:12, Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of
my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which
cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new
name.

Revelation 21:7, He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and 1 will be his
God, and he shall be my son.
Theexplanationfor theseversesisfoundinFirst John5:4-5. First

John 5:4 defineswhoisanovercomer saying, “...whatsoever isborn of
God overcometh theworld: and thisisthe victory that over- cometh
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@e world, even our faith.” And First John 5:5 explains how one\
becomesan overcomer saying, “Whoishethat overcomeththeworld,
but hethat believeth that Jesusisthe Son of God?’ Believersovercome
sin and death because of the work Jesus Christ does to make us
righteous after the inward man. Once you are imputed with the
righteousnessof God (Romans4:5-6; 23-24), your inward man serves
the law of God perfectly and completely to the end. For more
explanation, refer to the previous explanationsregarding “ Perfection
vsimperfection” and“ Sinsof theflesh vsrighteousness of the spirit.”

Matthew 24:13, But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.1

Mark 13:13, And ye shall be hated of all men for my nameis sake: but he that
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.i

Though some use these verses to imply that those who do not
enduretotheendwill not besaved, it doesnot havethat meaning. Jesus
ispromising to thosewho endurethe hardshipsof thelast days, during
thereign of antichrist, that they will be saved. Thisisatrue statement
and an encouragement to befaithful and endureal | the persecutionthat
will comeknowingthat they possesssal vation no matter what happens
to them.

Verses of loss and punishment: salvation vs reward and
privilege

Second Peter 2:20-22, For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them
than the beginning.

Thisrefersto thelife and judgment of carnal Christians. Instead
of improving lifein Christ and gaining heavenly rewards, awayward
Christianwill bechastised of theL ord (Hebrews 12:5-8) andwill suffer
loss of reward (1Corinthians 3:11-15). Under these conditions, a
Christianisbetter off at thebeginning of hisChristianlifebeforebeing
chastised than after returning to his old ways under the chastisement
of theLord. Likewise, aChristian’sinitial gainof inheritanceisbetter
thanthelosshewill suffer for returningtoasinful life. Obviously, the
lossisbad, but First Corinthians 3:15 reassures that the losswill not
includeone ssalvation.

First John 5:16-17, 1fany man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death,
he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.

. /
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"~ There is a sin unto death: 1 do ot say that he shall pray for it. N

Inthispassage, we areencouraged to pray for brethrenthat arein
danger of losing their physical lives as the consequence of sin.
However, somesins, suchasmurder, areworthy of death. Itisnot right
topray for lifeif itisagainst fulfilling justice.

Revelation 22:19, And if any man shall take away from the words of the book
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and
out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

The key to understanding the book of life isin Revelation 3:5
which says, “Hethat overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and | will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but |
will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.” As
previously explained, First John 5-4-5 defines an overcomer as one
whoisborn of God by believingin Jesus Christ. Overcomerswill not
havetheir namesbl otted out of thebook of life. Sothen, John’ ssolemn
warning about altering thewordsof hisinspired prophecy istothelost
who would try to change its message to their advantage. Of course,
antichrist has, is, and will, nonethel ess, make afutile attempt to alter
the message and change the outcome. Psalm 69:28 shows that the
unrighteous(thosewho havenot trusted God for sal vation) arebl otted
out thebook of lifesaying, “ L et them be bl otted out of the book of the
living, and not be written with the righteous.” In application to
Christians (born again and made righteous), thiswarning would only
refer to their loss described in First Corinthians 3:15.

Exodus 32:33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned
against me, him will 1 blot out of my book.

Paul describesin Romans 7:9 how he died spiritually by saying,
“For | was alive without the law once: but when the commandment
came, sinrevived, and| died.” Upuntil thetimeof moral accountability
to God, achildisalive, and, therefore, hisnameiswritten in the book
of life. However, at the age of moral awareness, he becomes morally
accountable to the law and dies by reason of committing sin. Conse-
quently, hisnameisblotted out of the book of lifeuntil andif heturns
to God for salvation. Thisis a good contrast between the results of
worksversusgrace. Tryingto live by works and obedience under the
lawtogaineternal lifewill only resultin death andin being blotted out
of thebook of life. Salvation must comeonly by thegraceof Godwhich
resultsin the born again experience and the eternal lifethat can never
end (1John 5:4-5). For more explanation, refer to the “Verses on
Kkeepi ng God's commandments and not sinning to enter heaven.” )
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/Hebrews 12:16-17, Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau,\
who for one morsel of meat sold his hirthright. For ye know how that
afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for
he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.

Thisverseisan exhortation to be strong in the Lord and to have
atestimony that will minister to people. Failureto do so may resultin
others not coming to Christ. There may apotential Esau to influence
who will turn to Christ before it istoo late. Esau and Jacob were a
contrast of law and grace. Esau, being the first born, was by law the
rightful heir to the birthright of the promise land. However, he
considered it alight thing and sold hisinterest in the birthright to his
younger brother Jacob. After Jacob received the blessing, Esau cried
for the blessing to be given to him, but it wastoo late. Likewise, the
opportunity to be saved is before you die. Onceyou die, it istoo late
toescapethepenalty of thelaw of sinand death. Our ministry to others
must occur now before the lost die.

Hebrews 10:26-29, For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries. He that despised Mosesi law died without mercy
under two or three witnesses: how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an
unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

Paul is comparing the responsibilities of membersin the church
with those who were a part of Isragl. Israel was a nation whose
relationship with God was governed by law. Their rolein history and
asatestimony to otherswasto show that arel ationship with God based
on law will fail. Thereisno way to please God by the feeble attempts
of mantokeepthelaw. Thus, astheold covenant spellsout, they were
cursedwhenthey failedto obey thelaw which happened repeatedly and
predictably throughout their history. The church, on the other hand,
has the responsibility to be a testimony of what it means to have a
relationship with God governed by grace. Thisiswhy thechurch does
not havedeath penalties, stonings, and harsh penaltiesfor sins, andthis
iswhy Jesus said in Matthew 16:18 that even the gates of hell will not
prevail againstit. Also, throughfaithin Christ, aChristianisbornagain.
When Christ savesus, wearemaderighteous, andinwardly wecannot
sin. But theonly way for theworld to know about thischangeisto see
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/how welive. Theresponsibility of achurch member thenisto shovv\
what it meansto be saved, to show the perfect, enduring work of Jesus
Christinour lives. Hiswork isperfect, and it will never change. Thus,
Paul challengesuswiththeideathat if asinner under thelaw in Israel
was worthy of death which was expected, how more and greater
punishmentisaChristianworthy of whofail stomaintainthetestimony
of the perfect, permanent work of Christ. Of course, wedo sin, and no
onehasaperfect testimony intheflesh, so Christ exhortsusto practice
churchdisciplinewiththegoal of awaysbeing ready toforgiveandto
receive disciplined members back into fellowship (the testimony of
grace and mercy). Nonetheless, Christians will indeed be judged by
God with fire (1Corinthians 3:11-15), though their soulswill still be
saved. Why? Because the work of salvation isthe perfect, unfailing,
permanent work of Jesus Christ.

Galatians 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are
justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.

Paul ischallenging the Gal atians about accepting thefal seteach-
ing that one must be saved by works of the law rather than by grace
through faith. Ashe pointsout, if aperson seeksto bejustified by the
works of thelaw, heisobligated to do thewhole law (Galatians 5:3).
But thisisimpossibleto do andisawrong way of thinking ashe states
in Galatians 2:16 saying, “Knowing that aman isnot justified by the
worksof thelaw, but by thefaith of JesusChrist, evenwehavebelieved
inJesusChrist, that wemight bejustified by thefaith of Christ, and not
by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be
justified.” Paul’ s statement onfalling from gracerefersto the change
intheir doctrinal position on justification from grace to works under
thelaw, not their loss of salvation.

Matthew 12:31, Wherefore 1 say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall
not be forgiven unto men.

Mark 3:28-30, Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons
of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: But he that
shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in
danger of eternal damnation: Because they said, He hath an unclean
spirit.

These versus do not deal with losing salvation but rather with

being saved inthefirst place. Blasphemy of the Holy Ghost issaying
that Jesus Christisof the Devil or that Heisan unclean spirit. In order
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@ be saved, one must believein Christ asthe holy one of God, who is\
God, and the Savior. Apart from Him and acknowledging that Heis
holy and true, thereis no forgiveness and no salvation (Acts 4:12).

Revelation 14:11-12, And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and
ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the heast and his
image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. Here is the patience
of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.

Revelation 20:4, 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years.

Will therebe Christiansduring thelast daysunder thereign of the
antichrist whowill receivethemark of thebeast?No. Revelation 13:8
says, “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose
names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the
foundation of theworld.” Those who havetheir nameswritten inthe
book of lifewill not take the beast’ s mark.

Baptism: water vs conscience

First Peter 3:18-21, For Christ also hath oncesufferedfor sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring usto God, being put to deathiin
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: By which also he went and
preached unto thespiritsin prison; Which sometimeweredisobedient,
when oncethelongsuffering of God waited inthe daysof Noah, while
the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved
by water. Thelikefigure whereunto even baptism doth al so now save
us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

This passage is easily understood by asking the question, was
Noah bodily saved by the water or from the water? The watery flood
was a means of destroying the lost and clearing the earth of the
ungodly. Noah and his family were saved from the water by being
insidethe ark. The ark, not the water, isthe typology of Jesus Christ.
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/Bei ng in Christ saves usfrom the judgment of God. We enter into thg
safety of Christ by an answer of agood conscience not by the putting
away of the filth of the flesh by water baptism. A study on baptism
reveal s that the doctrine of baptisms (Hebrews 6:2) includes several
kindsof baptismsincluding baptismintowater, baptismuntoMosesin
the cloud, baptism into Jesus Christ, baptism into fire, baptismin the
Spirit, etc. Thus, we can conclude from Peter’ s clarification in First
Peter 3:21 that the answer of a good conscience results in being
baptized into Christ.

Parables: Doctrine vs illustration

Sometimes parables and stories are used to argue for the loss of
salvation. However, parablesareuseful for illustrating doctrinenot for
proving doctrine. For example, inthe story of the prodigal son, Luke
15:11-24, itissaid by somethat the prodigal son representsachild of
Godwholoseshissalvation. Thesamestory isused by othersto point
out that theson squandered hisinheritanceonacarnal life-style, but his
status as “son” never changed. Hisfather received him back for that
reason though the son lost his inheritance just as Christians do who
chooseto liveacarnd life.

Verses showing salvation is not by works or
law

Ephesians 2:8-9, For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should hoast.

Romans 11:6, And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is
no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work
IS no more work.

Second Timothy 1:9, Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

Titus 3:5, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
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7 his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of
the Holy Ghost;

Romans 3:27, Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works?
Nay: but by the law of faith.

Romans 3:28, Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law.

Galatians 2:16, Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law,
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the
law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

Galatians 3:10, For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse:
for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which
are written in the book of the law to do them.

Galatians 2:21, 1 do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come
by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

Galatians 3:11, But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God,
it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.

Romans 6:14, For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under
the law, but under grace.

Verses showing salvation is freely given by
grace and mercy to those who believe

Romans 3:24, Being justified freely hy his grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus:

Romans 3:26, To declare, 1 say, at this time his righteousness: that he might
be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

Ephesians 2:5, Evenwhen we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

Acts 15:11, But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we
shall be saved, even as they.

Luke 8:12, Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil,
and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and

. /
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4 he saved. N

Acts 16:31, And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved, and thy house.

Romans 10:9, That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved.

John 3:15, That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal
life.

John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 3:17, For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be saved.

John 3:18, He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not
is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.
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Convincing the Gainsayers

/Other books published by the Mission Blvd. Baptist Church. N

(Also on the web at www.mbbc.us)

Apologetics
1. Answersfor Skeptics
2. Bible Answersto Questions (Over 450 questions)
3. Salvation by Grace
4. Convincing the Gainsayers. Deity of Jesus Christ
5. Convincing the Gainsayers. Save by Grace
6. Tongues from Heaven
7. Biblical Predestination: A Critique of Calvinism
8. Crucifixion Wednesday

Evangelism (Bible Concepts Series)

Usein homes, Sunday school, or for correspondence
1. Knowing God Personally

2. Designed to be Spiritual

3. The Reason for Human Suffering

4. God isthe Answer

5. You Can be Saved

6. The Born Again Experience

Follow-up

1. Factsfor New Christians
2. Follow-up Lessons for Spiritual Growth

Church

1. MBBC Church Member Orientation Book
2. The Local, Visible Nature of the Church

3. Understanding the New Testament Church
4. Finding the Right Church

5. MBBC Discipleship

Christian Growth

1. Bible Concepts (Christian Growth series)

2. Pursuit of Spiritual Growth

3. Knowing God's Will

4. The Tabernacle Testimony of Jesus Christ

5. Revival and the Pastor’s Dream Congregation
6. Bible Study Method

\_ 7. Multiply! Your Lifefor Christ (220 page training manual) )
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